
 
 
 
 
TO: Kalamazoo County Community Partners 

FROM: Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services Department 

DATE: March 4, 2020 

  
RE: 03.04.2020 Information on COVID-19 for Kalamazoo County 

  
At noon on Wednesday, March 4, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
reported 80 cases of COVID-19 from 13 states, with a total of nine deaths. Twenty-four of these 
cases are travel-related; 16 are believed to be person-to-person spread; and for the remaining 
40 the source of exposure is still under investigation. There are no confirmed cases of novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) reported in the State of Michigan and no persons under investigation in 
Kalamazoo County. The criteria for testing have expanded, and testing can now be completed 
by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’ (MDHHS) lab. The Kalamazoo 
County Health & Community Services Department is working closely with the MDHHS and 
following guidance issued by the CDC. While the risk of COVID-19 remains low locally, we are 
prepared to respond immediately should a potential case come to Kalamazoo County.  
  
COVID-19 can be spread from person-to-person. At this time, there is no vaccine to protect 
against COVID-19, and no medications approved to treat it. Older adults and people with 
chronic medical conditions may be at increased risk for severe disease.  We are asking 
community partners to help prevent the spread of viruses such as the flu, common cold, and 
COVID-19 by promoting the preventative measures that your clientele and all of those residing 
in Kalamazoo County can take: 
  

1. Print and hang the attached flyer “Stop the Spread of Germs” throughout your building, 
in restrooms, and locations where the general public gathers. We’ve provided the 
English, Spanish, and Simplified Chinese versions. We recommend you distribute all 
languages.   
  

2. Review the interim guidance from the CDC for your respective organization and 
clientele:  

o Administrators of US Childcare Programs and K-12 Schools  
o Administrators of US Institutions of Higher Education 

o Student Foreign Travel for Institutions of Higher Education 

o Businesses and Employers  
o Pregnant women, breastfeeding and children  
o Mass Gatherings or Large Community Events 

o Long-Term Care Facilities 

o Healthcare Facilities 

o First Responders  
3. Share and promote the following message:  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_guidance-2Dfor-2Dschools.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=69yDy-DGMS57Qnh4DjThyzXneS_aBUeu_EG8DsQZSYQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_guidance-2Dihe-2Dresponse.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=NtHIs8-qcYbl62BKMaLhCy4gjEhVW3Ce1JyrJaVxb_s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_student-2Dforeign-2Dtravel.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=npMTFn5DBO_hDyPbdUA4AuaUPbKpb0mC_uX6q4Tnm_Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_guidance-2Dbusiness-2Dresponse.html-3FCDC-5FAA-5FrefVal-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.cdc.gov-252Fcoronavirus-252F2019-2Dncov-252Fguidance-2Dbusiness-2Dresponse.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=0rBuh3FF5Q8QGZGsz8QFoUToVrkd8GxzK57F206pGjs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_pregnant-2Dwomen.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=BjlWgr9tVGBXGzc6ym64FhlKaHQJoSn_fqdY22JdZS0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_mass-2Dgatherings-2Dready-2Dfor-2Dcovid-2D19.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=et73qTErJqZj3RGMBXEUbGFTOyPKmT5uV_nzrXYLtVw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_healthcare-2Dfacilities_prevent-2Dspread-2Din-2Dlong-2Dterm-2Dcare-2Dfacilities.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=eh_97RhzfJ6L7XJy1nLkgd6KPXfWKO3QQ3gfM0SFArE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_healthcare-2Dfacilities_index.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=zLqqm2BenDsTLQJxfhTk06IzQc4cmdR1W0F2sOcYNSY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_first-2Dresponders.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=6-PGyndEtU4wwn9rQ-vHKrbPX7faTBhoni5BMO1W-no&e=


o The best way to protect yourself and your family, and to stop the spread of 
viruses such as the flu, common cold, and COVID-19 include:  

▪ Wash your hands often with soap and water.  If not available, use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer (containing at least 60% alcohol). 

▪ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
▪ Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. 
▪ Avoid contact with people who are sick.   
▪ Stay home if you are sick and contact your healthcare provider. 
▪ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

o People should be diligent about preventing flu since there have been thousands 
of influenza-like illnesses reported throughout the country. Individuals within the 
United States are still at a higher risk of getting the flu than COVID-19. If you 
have not received your flu shot, it is highly encouraged you do so now.  
  

Right now, there are no additional precautions recommended for the general public in the 
United States. We are regularly receiving ongoing guidance and information from MDHHS and 
CDC. We are committed to providing all community partners updated information as it is 
received so informed decisions can be made. It cannot be emphasized enough, Kalamazoo 
County Health & Community Services Department is here as a resource for all questions or 
concerns you may have regarding any public health matter. We thank you for your partnership 
in protecting the health of our community. 

  
Sincerely,  
James A. Rutherford, MPA – Health Officer/Director                        
William Nettleton, MD, MPH – Medical Director 

  
  
Additional Resources & Information 

• MDHHS COVID-19 website (includes frequently asked questions about COVID-10 and fact sheets 
in English, Spanish, and Simplified Chinese) www.mighigan.gov/coronavirus  

• CDC – Interim Guidance for: 
o Administrators of US Childcare Programs and K-12 Schools  
o Administrators of US Institutions of Higher Education 

o Student Foreign Travel for Institutions of Higher Education 

o Businesses and Employers  
o Pregnant women, breastfeeding and children  
o Mass Gatherings or Large Community Events 

o Long-Term Care Facilities 

o Healthcare Facilities 

o First Responders 

• CDC – Preventing COVID-19 Spread in Communities 

• CDC – Preparing Communities for Potential Spread of COVID-19 

• CDC – Information for Travel and Risk Assessment by Country (also includes guidance for ships, 
airlines and airline crew) 

• CDC – Print Resources (handouts and posters) (materials provided in English, Spanish, and 
Simplified Chinese) 

• FDA – COVID-19 Supply Chain Update 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.mighigan.gov_coronavirus&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=l2VA3nCC-vz3VxT8brA0gwNK3IigMcA7_yQDP06V1ok&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_guidance-2Dfor-2Dschools.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=69yDy-DGMS57Qnh4DjThyzXneS_aBUeu_EG8DsQZSYQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_guidance-2Dihe-2Dresponse.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=NtHIs8-qcYbl62BKMaLhCy4gjEhVW3Ce1JyrJaVxb_s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_student-2Dforeign-2Dtravel.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=npMTFn5DBO_hDyPbdUA4AuaUPbKpb0mC_uX6q4Tnm_Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_guidance-2Dbusiness-2Dresponse.html-3FCDC-5FAA-5FrefVal-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.cdc.gov-252Fcoronavirus-252F2019-2Dncov-252Fguidance-2Dbusiness-2Dresponse.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=0rBuh3FF5Q8QGZGsz8QFoUToVrkd8GxzK57F206pGjs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_specific-2Dgroups_pregnant-2Dwomen.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=BjlWgr9tVGBXGzc6ym64FhlKaHQJoSn_fqdY22JdZS0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_mass-2Dgatherings-2Dready-2Dfor-2Dcovid-2D19.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=et73qTErJqZj3RGMBXEUbGFTOyPKmT5uV_nzrXYLtVw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_healthcare-2Dfacilities_prevent-2Dspread-2Din-2Dlong-2Dterm-2Dcare-2Dfacilities.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=eh_97RhzfJ6L7XJy1nLkgd6KPXfWKO3QQ3gfM0SFArE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_healthcare-2Dfacilities_index.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=zLqqm2BenDsTLQJxfhTk06IzQc4cmdR1W0F2sOcYNSY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_community_first-2Dresponders.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=6-PGyndEtU4wwn9rQ-vHKrbPX7faTBhoni5BMO1W-no&e=
file://///ad.kalcounty.com/dept/hcs_adm/Public%20Information%20Office%20(PIO)/Media/Media%20Release/2020/•%09https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/preparing-individuals-communities.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_php_preparing-2Dcommunities.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=mGf9rEWNyFO-jcgtbESlVzGDrNc3CznKlv7wE0Vf_0w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_travelers_index.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=GDKERFwsjrtrIp2m25ktTwcjGZu8I6mJwUWIHbakGcA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_communication_factsheets.html&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=-aIXkk3g1WFznmz87cmbqeBjikZ6bgn3yqZw1iQvgH8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.fda.gov_news-2Devents_press-2Dannouncements_coronavirus-2Dcovid-2D19-2Dsupply-2Dchain-2Dupdate&d=DwMFAw&c=YcKqjNJX5kj9PfbHFf19o9ax0OX6ASanaiXZI4Uvxug&r=S0R812LA-ihUgEvbdfaBi7DI3EKp3tXqAwUmGqyK1A4&m=x6CsbWiU46HbCeX1_x6fyt8zvLL2zausQpbHr8a7U8Y&s=hj45hpfBwXE5Dt3tNSc6GNQKRBFm_ll8IbhLvmXQGl4&e=

